When it was known at Bunnoo that cholera had appeared in the adjoining district, a preventive line was established south of the Khattuk Ilills on the 1st of June. The disease had threatened the Bunnoo district at a point Cis-Indus, even earlier in the season ; but the Indus was not placed under quarantine until the 18th of July. Camps -were organized in both directions, viz., at Latummur, nineteen miles distant, and at Nowrung Serai, sixteen miles from the station. There was no sign of cholera in the former camp, but in the latter there were, on the 31st July, about 150 soldiers returned from furlough, and on that day two sepoys of the 3rd Begiment Punjab Infantry were there seized with cholera. On the following day a third man was attacked. The camp was then broken up, the men were dispersed in two directions, and no other cases occurred. Two of these three men survived, but the third died; he had been waiting on one of the other cases when he was himself attacked. All three were Dograhs who had travelled together for fourteen days ; they had come from the Ivangra District, in which cholera had prevailed within sixteen koss of their homes, when they had started to rejoin their regiment.
The deceased left his home on the 13th July, and met the other two on the loth; they were joined by four others during the journey, and the party reached Nowrung on the 29th July, where the three men attacked occupied the same tent. None of this group of men had passed through any -infected place. The Remarks.
A striking contrast will be observed in the ratio of mortality between the city and cantonment, but the reason was plain. The patients from the latter were received early for treatment, while those from the city were brought too late. Cholera is curable in the first stage, by which is meant before complete collapse ; and this is why we hear of so many cures for cholera. In practice, my treatment was opposed to the eliminative theory, which seems to be fast coming into favor. It is well known that cholera is curable up to a certain point in its course, and I know that, in this outbreak, nine out of thirteen of the cantonment cases, and four of the civil patients, in all of whom the renal function was suspended for periods varying from twelve to thirtysix hours or more, under actual observation, were saved by checking the effusion. It is a proven fact that the morbific principle does escape by the medium of the dejections; and this is the foundation of the eliminative theory. But it is also a fact that if the effusion be unchecked, the most probable result will be death ; while if the flow be checked before collapse is complete, reaction and recovery may be hoped for iu the majority of cases. IIow then does the non-eliminative, or obstruent system of therapeutics become curative ? We are told that the rapid reproduction of the poison germs in the blood " accounts for the frightful progress of the disease. I may observe that, when the people fled from the city of Eunnoo, the infection was of course transported into the villages around; but, although it cropped up at several points, it prevailed in force only in one village on the outskirt of the district. There were forty-seven deaths recorded among the rural population at the end of October, and a few more in November. The lesson here learnt was anticipated, viz., that dispersion is attended with much less danger to the mass of the population than if the inhabitants had remained shut up in the city to give intensity to the scourge. Finally, the digging up of the floors is regarded by me as an important prophylactic action, from the belief that the materies morbi sinks to the ground. Perhaps, like carbonic acid and other poisonous gases, the cholera poison is heavier than atmospheric air, and it may therefore abound in the lowest stratum of air. Although this theory is opposed to the known "law of the diffusion of gases" of different densities, yet the idea is based upon the practical observation that, in a tainted locality, the disease has attacked a person lying upon the ground, in preference to one raised upon a cot beside him. Perhaps, too, this hypothesis may account for the circumscribed prevalence of cholera in peculiar outbreaks confined to one barrack or one street.
